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President’s Message
by Paula Elias
Dear Manteca Garden Club Members,

We did it! We accomplished a wonderful Valley Lode District
meeting as the host club! I am sure Bev shared the particulars at our
last meeting. Since I wasn’t there, I want to say thanks to the members who made it happen. Thank you!
These members, planned, bought, designed, grew, wrapped, set up, carried, participated, cleaned up and had fun
too. Thanks to Bev, Pat, Ellen, Sandie, Pam, Gloria and Lorna. What a pleasure to work with you all. Thanks to
our members who attended the VLD meeting too. I think everyone had a fun informative time.
Also a big thanks to Gloria for leading all of the members through the February meeting while I was away. I
know Gloria did a fabulous job and it’s always nice to hear a new voice up front!
Happy Spring! It will be here in a few weeks!
Our garden tour door prize makes me think of Spring. The art piece is so lovely with a bird perching on the
birch tree limb with pink blossoms. Just a picture of Spring and perfect for our garden tour door prize and as
the art on our poster and tickets. Thank you to Cindy for leading the art contest. We can’t wait to see the art
framed. For me, I buy two garden tour tickets for myself so I have two entries in our door prize. I would love
to win this door prize.
I hope to see you all at the March meeting. Pat has another great speaker lined up. And hope you can join us
for the field trip Gloria has planned too!
Upcoming is our garden tour. Our only fundraiser so we know you all will be participating!
See you soon!

Paula
Key Dates
Meeting
Saturday, March 14
Monday, March 16

Tuesday, March 24

Smart Gardening Conference, for information see website at http://ucanr.edu.sjmg
Manteca Garden Club, Manteca Library
12:30-1:00pm refreshments; 1:00pm meeting
Speaker: Bambi Porter, Topic: Fermenting Foods
Field Trip to Creative Water Gardens, Escalon. Lunch at Hula’s. For carpool, meet at
Target at 10:15am.
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Gardener’s Corner for March
by Cate White, San Joaquin County Master Gardener
Most of us think of winter as the time to prune, although this applies mainly
March Garden Checklist
to deciduous trees and shrubs. Grasses and evergreen broadleaf shrubs are
 Early March is still time to
exceptions, and will be discussed below. While not always necessary, pruning
plant lettuce, parsley and chard
is done for many reasons, including training young plants, grooming for
seedlings. Flowering Spring
appearance, controlling for shape and size, re-invigorating growth, and
annuals, such as pansies sweet
removing dead and diseased wood. To avoid disfiguring damage, it is
peas and ranunculus can also be
important to prune judiciously using proper technique.
planted now. Peas, carrots and
There are two primary types of pruning cuts: heading and thinning. Heading
radishes can be planted from
consists of cutting back to a stub, lateral bud, or small upright. Severe heading,
seed.
including topping of trees, is not recommended since it leads to a flush of
vigorous, dense, and often weak new growth. When heading back, cut small
 Plant summer bulbs such as
stems to about ¼” away from a lateral bud, at a forty-five degree angle.
gladiolas and dahlias
Thinning is defined as removing a lateral branch at its origin or shortening the
 Most plants, including lawns,
branch’s length by cutting to a lateral large enough to take the terminal role.
will appreciate an application of
Woody plants respond to thinning by becoming more open but retaining their
an all purpose fertilizer now
natural growth and shape. In both types of pruning, new growth will generally
 Continue to control ants, slugs
follow the direction the bud or branch is pointing. Aim for outward growth to
and snails, and adjust watering
avoid crossing branches, and prune out branches that do cross.
according to rainfall
When pruning broadleaf shrubs, the goal should be goal to keep their natural
 Cultivate or pull weeds
shapes, such as vase, arching, rounded or wide and spreading. Shearing or
heading cuts should mostly be avoided, while thinning of older, taller growth is the best practice. Cut the oldest and
largest branches at or near the ground, leaving shorter, younger stems. Newer shoots can be thinned or headed as needed
to shape the plant.
Blooming broadleaf shrubs are exceptions to the winter pruning rule; to encourage blooming, you will need to know if
blooms form on last year’s growth or new spring growth. Generally, spring flowering shrubs, such as Viburnum,
Camellia and Photinia, bloom from last year’s growth, and should not be pruned until after they finish blooming, just
before new growth begins. Summer blooming shrubs including roses, usually bloom from new growth, so should be
pruned in winter or early spring before new growth starts. Hydrangeas can bloom on both old and new growth. Cut back
old and dying wood in early spring as new growth begins, then remove and cut back spent flowering stalks during
summer, pruning for shape. If you are unsure which kind of growth a particular shrub blooms from, consult the Sunset
Western Gardening Book, or a qualified nursery person.
Ornamental grasses also have special pruning needs. Large warm season grasses, such as Fountain grass, should be cut
straight across to a height of about one and a half to two feet. Smaller grasses such as Deergrass and Blue Grama, should
have last year’s flower heads removed and then be groomed by pulling gloved hands through the grass from the bottom,
removing old, dying growth. If smaller grass clumps require a complete renewal, cut them straight across to a height of 4
to 6 inches. Wait until early spring just before growth begins to prune, since the old leaves protect the tender crown of the
plant from frost. Grasses also provide shelter from harsh winter weather for birds and beneficial insects. Cool season
grasses such as Blue Fescue and Blue Oat Grass grow mostly in cool weather, and should only need periodic grooming as
described above.
Pinching is a light form of pruning that can be done during the growing season. Using your fingers, pinch out the
growing tips of braches to create bushiness or limit fast over-abundant growth. You can also use clippers to cut back the
last few inches of growth. Lastly, if you find you are continually cutting a plant back to limit its growth, it has probably
been planted in too small a space, and should be moved.
If you’re interested in San Joaquin Master Gardener events, check out their website at http://ucanr.edu.sjmg. Saturday
March 14, they will be holding a daylong Smart Gardening Conference including workshops and lunch.

You must register through the website in advance.
(continued on Page 3)
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Gardener’s Corner for March
by Cate White, San Joaquin County Master Gardener

UCANR flyer illustrating
correct pruning technique
for broadleaf shrubs

Fountain Grass

Hydrangeas

Eric’s World
By Eric Teberg
Viburnum, ‘Spring Bouquet’
Exposure:
Part Sun, Sun
Height:
4-6 feet
Width:
4-6 feet
Flowers:
White, Purple
Blooms:
Spring
Moisture:
Regular watering
Polygala, ‘Spring Bouquet’
Exposure:
Part Sun, Sun
Height:
3 feet
Width:
3 feet
Flowers:
Purplish-pink
Blooms:
Spring-summer
Moisture:
Regular watering

Cordyline, Jurred Burgundy
Exposure:
Part Sun, Sun
Height:
3 feet
Width:
3 feet
Flowers:
Pink
Blooms:
Spring-summer
Moisture:
Regular watering
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Refreshments
by Jean Glenn
The following members have volunteered to bring refreshments to the
March 16, 2020 Garden Club Meeting. Refreshments start at 12:30pm.
Patti Dowling
Paula Elias
Beverly Ensley

Pat Nelson
Chris Oertwig
Shari Sasser

March Birthdays
10
13
22

Bonnie Pater
Jan Spence
Marsha Savage
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