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City of Modesto Senior Center Flagpole and Garden Renovation Ribbon Cutting
By Mary McNicholas

Many people have contributed to the efforts to renovate the garden at the City of Modesto Senior Center, add a lighted
flagpole and place our Blue Star Memorial in a more prominent place. I’d like to recognize the garden club members,
Pixie Kinser, her garden volunteers, and Dan Yockey, our vice President of Civic Affairs who have worked with several
City of Modesto managers and dedicated employees to make these changes and enhancements happen.
To me, it is particularly poignant that the ceremony occurred between Veterans Day and Thanksgiving Day. As a City
and country, we are all indebted to our current military men and women and to current and past generations of veterans.
Each has contributed to making ours one of the strongest democracies in the world and have given our flag world-wide
recognition as a symbol of democracy, equality, rule
of law and peace. So, too, for these and many other
reasons, our celebration of Thanksgiving Day reminds
us of our personal, local and national blessing for
which we are so grateful and proud.

Photos of Ribbon Cutting on Page Four
It is important that we set time aside in our busy
live to recognize the people, the symbols and the
blessings we all share and cherish.
This project is an excellent example of the
collaboration between the City of Modesto and the
Modesto Garden Club that our club is pleased to
participate in. It is our hope and expectation that
this and our other collaborative efforts displayed in
multiple gardens around our City will continue with
enthusiastic commitment.
Thank You!

MGC Office Holidays Schedule
The Modesto Garden Club Office will be closed
for the holidays from Thursday, December 19 through
Wednesday, January 1. We will open on Thursday,
January 2, for our December Board Meeting and
resume usual Office hours on Wednesday, January 8.
Monthly activities at the Office will be held on the
usual days. Check your Yearbook or the Calendar of
Events in this newsletter or for details.
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President’s Message
“Love is the Flower of Life…”
The holiday season is upon us. There’s less to do in our gardens but much to do
inside our homes as we anticipate visits with family and friends, colorful and scented
home décor, preparing favorite foods and exchanging gifts.
This month also brings some beautiful red berries to my cotoneaster shrubs, big,
bright blooms of an amaryllis, colorful poinsettia leaves and another favorite of mine,
my Christmas cactuses. I look forward to all of these especially as the beautiful fall
leaves disappear.
Our Garden Club has much to offer too. You don’t want to miss out on the Elegant Table Viewing on
December 2nd followed by a delicious lunch on the 3rd. Our Holiday Home Tour returns as we “Let It Be Christmas
Everywhere!” on December 7th. Not to be out done is the Out-of-Town Tour to the Nevada City Victorian
Christmas Festival on December 8th.
So much to do, so little time…wait, let’s find the time! It’s a lovely time of year and much love to be shared
with family and friends. My wish for all of our members is that each of you will have something special to
experience, something to share and someone to love! ‘Tis the season!
“Love is the flower of life, and blossoms unexpectedly and without law, and must be plucked where it is
found, and enjoyed for the brief hour of its duration.” D.H Lawrence
Happy Holidays!
Mary McNicholas

Calendar of Upcoming Events
•

December 2 – Elegant Holiday Luncheon Table
Viewing, 1 – 7 p.m., Del Rio Country Club, 901
Stewart Rd., Modesto. Refreshments served

•

December 3 – Elegant Holiday Luncheon & Table
Viewing. Viewing 10:30 a.m. – Lunch at 12 Noon,
Del Rio Country Club, 901 Stewart Rd., Modesto.

•

December 7 – Holiday Home Tour, 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. Tickets at the home of Brian and Denniz
Wistow, 1025 Magnolia Ave., Modesto.

•

December 8 – Out of Town Tour, Victorian
Christmas, December 8, 2019, 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
(depart from Park & Ride at the Vintage Faire
Mall).

•

December 10 – Multimedia, MGC Office, 9:30
a.m.

•

December 10 – Hackers and Whackers, Senior
Center, 9 a.m.

•

January 2 – MGC Board Meeting, MGC Office,
9 a.m.

•

January 7 – Planters and Groomers, MGC
Office, 9 a.m.
•

January 9 – MGCI General Meeting, Trinity
United Presbyterian Church, 1600 Carver Road,
Modesto; Hospitality: 10 a.m.–11:20 a.m.; Learn
and Grow: 10:30 – 11:15 a.m.; Meeting: 11:45
a.m. – 1:30 p.m.,

•

January 14 – Hackers and Whackers, MGC
Office, 9 a.m.

•

January 14 – Multimedia, MGC Office, 9:30 a.m.
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November Monthly Meeting

At left, Leah won an arrangement designed by Floral Designer and Speaker,
Susi Gillum.
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Dedication Nov. 21 of the
new flagpole and garden at
Modesto’s Senior Center.
Pictured in the ribbon
cutting photo above
left, are, left to right,
Club President Mary
McNicholas, Pixie Kinser,
Modesto Mayor Ted
Bransvold and
Laurie Smith.

We Hackers and Whackers are Feeling Great!
By Pixie Kinser

The planting at the front of the Sr. Citizen center has matured and looks great. The palo verde trees are beautiful
and really hide that big bare wall. The other plants there are lantana, california fuchsia, blue bliss lily flax, Mt. tambor
grevillea, and dwarf yedda hawthorn. The walnut shells have proved to be perfect, preventing weeds from growing
and making an attractive ground cover. We plan to use them in our next phase of landscaping. Our goal is to make all
the areas, beautiful, low maintenance, and drought resistant.
The flagpole is finally in and the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony was November 21. Check it out when you drive
down Scenic Avenue.
Despite the fact that we are a small group and often only have 4 workers able to come we are able to keep the
place looking great. We would love to have you join our group. We meet the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month from
9:00 to 11:00 during the winter months.
The hours are adjusted as the weather gets warmer.
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Civic Affairs ~ Flower Clock Update
By Michelle Christopherson and Elaine Greydanus

It has been almost a year since we began working on the downtown Flower Clock. After lots of talking over
scones and tea, we set some goals for ourselves. We wanted to emphasize the mantel shape of the Flower Clock and
eventually had the hedge outline trimmed so it was much lower. We decided that we wanted big blocks of color and a
thick, close planting. We knew the slope of the clock would be an interesting challenge. After some research and a fun
golf cart tour at Fredriks Nursery, we ordered our plants and then put them in on a damp late April day. This display
would take us through summer, and we chose a red, white, and blue theme. We planted Sunpatiens Compact Fire Red
for the center of the clock and hoped they would really spread. And they did! For the ticks (the squares marking the
hours) we chose a blue combination of Crystal Palace Lobelia and Victoria Blue Salvia. The salvia flourished; the
lobelia didn’t. For the bottom white part or clock base, we left in some white snapdragons from the previous planting
and added Sunpatiens Compact White. The Sunpatiens were all a happy surprise; they really spread out and gave us
good blocks of color. We put bark around the clock, hoping to define it even more We do have challenges—plants
between 6:00 and 9:00 die out no matter what we do, but we have had to do minimal weeding. Overall, we have been
pleased so far with the clock and our work on it. We replanted for the upcoming winter season. Drive by and watch
our overall progress!

Education Update
By Cheryl Koff

It’s December! Bob Taylor and Beverly Schlegel are getting a “well deserved time off”. As a reminder, no meeting
this month! Please join us at the January Learn & Grow Session “Flexibility and Fitness for Gardening”. Following at the
general meeting will be “Making Your Garden A Pollinator Haven”. Don’t miss the January meeting!
Thank You to all the Therapy Garden Team. Planters are full of fall/winter plants. Kathleen Holmberg, Volunteer
at Stacies Chalet and Jill Kuil, Volunteer at Hospitality House posted several pictures of the facility residents, planting
flowers. The weather was perfect! It was a wonderful time to get
outside and dig in the dirt. Good job ladies!
Let me take a moment and recognize all the senior retirement
facilities that the Modesto Garden Club supports. Those facilities
are: Bethel Retirement, Dale Commons, English Oaks, Hospitality
House, Orangeburg Manor, Pacifica, Standiford Place, Stacies Chalet
and Windsor Post-Acute Healthcare Center. We appreciate your
involvement in our program.
The Lavender Library girls (Kate Borges and Lura Bailey}
have been buying books! I’m always amazed at the wide selection
available. You need to check out at the Modesto Garden Club
January’s meeting. Please stop by and take a look.
Pat Logan tells me the schools are buying gardening supplies.
I know, I’ve been signing check request! Let me brag about Pat!
The MID (Modesto Irrigation District) had a wonderful link on their
website about Pat and her school program. Kudos to Pat!
Be ready members! Ginger Ratto will be hosting a new member
event at her home. More to follow!
In closing, Happy Holidays and a thought from Andy Rooney:
“One of the most glorious messes in the world is the mess created
in the living room on Christmas Day. Don’t clean it up too
quickly.”
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