
  

Lee Miller  

UCCE Master Gardener 

 

 



What is a tool? 
 NOUN 

1.  an implement, especially one held in 
the hand, as a hammer, saw, or file, for 
performing or facilitating mechanical 
operations. 

2. any instrument of manual operation. 

3. anything used as a means of 
accomplishing a task or purpose: 
Education is a tool for success. 



Purchasing tools- buy 
the best you can afford 

Generally, you get what you pay for. 

Cheap tools- break or wear out sooner 

and need replacement.  

  If  you don’t use tools very much, 

cheaper tools may get you by.   



What we will cover: 

 Shovels 

 Picks and Mattocks 

 Hoes 

 Rakes 

 Forks 

 Trowels 

 Weeders 

 Pruners/loppers 

 

 

 Pruning saws 

 Dibbles 

 Carts 

 Grafting 

 Miscellaneous tools 

 Tool Sharpening 

 Tool care 

 Harvesting tools 

 



Shovels: Contractor’s   
 Works best for 

digging and 
shoveling material. 

 Can be used for 
weeding. 

 I especially like it to 
safely scrape weeds 
away from crop 
plants. 



Shovels: Contractor’s  
 Forged attachment 

is best as opposed 
to sheet metal 
wrap around the 
handle. 

 Foot tabs - use 
your feet for 
digging and not 
your back and 
arms. 

 



 Shovels: Contractor’s 
 Comparison of 

forged vs. wrap 
around 
attachment. 

 Some like 
fiberglass handles 
which are hard to 
break. 

 Wood handles-
check the grain 
when purchasing. 

 



Shovels for material moving 

 For moving mulch or 
light materials a 
large scoop shovel is 
the ticket. 

 For cement, rocks 
and heavier 
materials the smaller 
scoop shovel is best. 



Spades: Round & Square 
 

1.Square or round 
tip, but straight 
handled. 

2.Use for digging out 
plants, double 
digging, edging 
and trenching. 

 



Grubbing Hoe 

1. Moving dirt for 

irrigation. 

 

2. Grubbing out 

large weeds, 

rocks. 



 Mattock/Pick 
 Mattock will cut 

roots move hard 
soil. Great 
grubbing tool. 

 Pick side for prying 
rocks, hard soil. 



Hoes 
 Elliot Coleman’s design: Collinear hoe. 

 Use: for small weeds and close in work. 

 Designed to be easy on the back. 

 Replaceable blade. 

 

 



Hoes 
1. Three typical 

hoes of  varying 
sizes on left. 

 

2. pointed Warren 
hoe-makes 
furrows. 

 

3. Stirrup, Action, 
or Hula hoe-for 
weeding-push 
pull action. 
Works best in 
light soil. 

 



Wheel hoe cultivator 
 Use for weeding 

middles. 

 

 Has a plow 

attachment for 

making furrows. 



Rakes 
 Smoothing dirt: straight and bow rakes. 

 Good for breaking clods, removing rocks, debris. 



Grubbing fork, grubbing rake ? 



Rakes for leaves 



Forks: mulching,  
moving composting material. 



Be Safe around hoes, rakes and forks. 

 Don’t let them lie 
horizontal on the 
ground or ---if 
you do, don’t 
step on them or 
run them through 
your leg!! 



Spading Fork 
 Useful for digging 

bulbs, potatoes and 

root crops. 

 Digging and loosening 

soil.   

 Doesn’t work well in 

hard dry soil. 

 This one is a cheap 

model that has bent 

tines. 



Spading Fork 
 This spading fork has 

forged heavy tines 
that won’t bend.  It 
costs about 3 times 
the cheaper model, 
but will last a 
lifetime. It is also 
esthetically 
appealing and a joy 
to use and own. 



Turning soil 



Broad Fork   
 Breaking ground tool-

Loosens soil to 8” 



Trowels 
 Top-  A quality forged 

socket. Heavy duty 

trowel from A.M. 

Leonard Co. 

 

 Bottom-OK  except 

they bend like…… 



  
 …this one if  the soil is 

heavy and too much 

pressure is applied. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Best use for cheap trowels--- 
   Golden trowel awards 
 



Cast aluminum trowel 



Dibbles 
 Used for planting 

onion sets, garlic, 

small transplants. 

 

 Make one from an old 

shovel handle. It is 

just a pointed stick 

for making holes in 

soil, mulching paper. 



Using dibble to plant onions, garlic 



Carts and wheel barrows 



Flats are useful tools 



Weeders 



Japanese weeder 



Hori Hori weeder 
 Has a serrated edge 

for cutting tough 

weeds, sod.   

 Digs deep for roots-

very heavy duty. 

 Versatel, use as 

trowel, weeder, cutter.  

 Handle is not real 

comfortable after 

prolonged digging. 



Hori Hori Weeder 

 Now comes in 
stainless steel 
with a scale of 
1-6 inches in 
the center 



Tools for Watering 



  Grafting tools 



Bypass shears: Loppers 

1. 26 inch 

loppers for 

orchards, 

landscapes. 

2. 16 inch for 

grapes, 

lighter 

pruning 

 

 



Hand Pruners 
 Felco  bypass shears 

on right. 

 

 Anvil type pruner on 

left. This type of  

pruner tends to crush 

stems.  Not good for 

any applications I can 

think of. 



Pole pruner 

 

• Sixteen foot for 

reaching tree 

branches without 

using a ladder. 



Pruning Saws 
 

1. Large 
arborist’s 
saw. 

 

2. Corona 12 
inch pruning 
saw. 

 

 



Japanese pruning saw 
 Great for pruning fruit trees, landscape trees 



McCabe gopher trap  



Sprayers 
 Useful in all garden 

situations to spray 
organic or non-
organic material. 

 Usually around $30 
will buy an adequate 
sprayer. 

 If you use herbicides 
Keep one sprayer 
only for that. Don’t 
mix uses. 

 

  



Plastic foldable drum container 

Great for dead 
heading or 
carrying 
clippings to 
compost pile or 
burn pile. 



Miscellaneous tools 
 Not shown 

 Claw hammer 

 Pliars or channel 
lock pliars 

 Files/Stones 



Miscellaneous Tools 
 Garden Calendar and 

planting guide. 

 Helps you remember 
when to plant peas, 
lettuce, Kohlrabi or 
whatever. 

 Twine- for tying all 
kinds of plants, 
especially dahlias 



A mystery tool for you to ID 



Marking Tools 

 Ever lose your 
tools? 

 

 Marking with 
yellow paint will 
help you find 
them. 



Tool Sharpening 
 Use a sharpening 

stone or mill file-

works for touch ups. 

 If  the edge is badly 

nicked and blunted -- 

use a grinder for hoes 

and shovels, but never 

on shears- 

 use a file for pruning 

shears, if  nicked. If  

not, use a small stone. 



Shovel Sharpening 



Shovel Sharpening 
Before       After 



Shovel Sharpening 
 Can Use a stone or a 

file. Best for a touch-

up sharpening. 

 

 Bevel the edge, but 

not too thin, about a 

40-45 degree angle. 



Hoe Sharpening 



Tool Care 
 Keep the surface 

free of dirt and  
rust and shiny.  Use 
a wire brush, stick 
or whatever is 
handy. 

 Wipe with 
vegetable oil not 
motor oil, or keep a 
bucket of sand and 
oil handy. 

 



Shovels, hoes should be shiny 



Tool Care 
 For wood handles that 

are not painted, i.e., 

raw wood, rub with 

linseed oil or linseed 

oil mixed with 

turpentine. 

 Let the oil soak in and 

dry for a couple of  

days. Two or three 

coats are better. 



Tool Care-Avoid Weathering 
 Sun and moisture are 

not good for wood or 

fibreglass handles. 

 Grain will open up and 

wood handles 

become rough. 

 Fiberglas can crack 

and fall apart. 



Tool Care, fixing handles 

 If  wood handles are 

broken they can be 

replaced 

 

 If  rough spots occur 

due to damage or 

weathering, they can 

be scraped, sanded 

and oiled. 



Tool sheds for storing tools. 



 Tool sheds 
 Can be esthetic as well  as useful 



Harvesting tools 



Ladders 

 If you are elderly, 
avoid if possible. 

 

 A necessary tool for 
most of us with 
orchards. 

 

 Best to grow shorter 
trees and avoid 
ladders. 



Harvest Tools 

 Boxes are great for 
picking and storing 
potatoes, apples, 
onions. Lug boxes 
are reusable. 

 Pole Fruit pickers are 
useful for getting 
some fruit off the 
tree without resort to 
a ladder. 



Fruit picker 



Harvest Tools 

 Baskets, buckets are 
good for harvesting. 

 Also can use fruit 
harvesting bags 
which are slung over 
the shoulder. 





Fruit Harvesting Bag 



Resources 
 A. M. Leonard Company-garden tools and 

supplies 

 Peaceful Valley Farm Supply-tools and more. 

 Orchard Supply Hardware-hand tools/power 
tools. 

 Gardener’s Supply Company-hand tools 

 Lockharts Seed Company, Stockton-tools and 
parts. 

 M. Colloso and Son, Stockton for orchard 
ladders 

 Lee Valley Tools. 

 



and thank you   
  


