JANUARY - FEBRUARY 2019
Serving You Since 1955
981 Alden Lane, Livermore, CA • www.aldenlane.com • (925) 447-0280

Passport to Spring
Saturday, February 16 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Are you excited to shed the Winter blues and dive into Spring? So are we!! Our
PASSPORT to SPRING seminars will be just the informative inspiration you need
to transform and invigorate your edible garden this year. Our lineup of speakers
are PASSIONATE about gardening, and they will pass along their knowledge and
enthusiasm so you can have the tastiest harvest ever! Not only will they tell you –
but they will SHOW you the tips and techniques that have proven successful. We
begin our day at 9 a.m. with the elements of all success – Sexy Soil! So grab your
goodie bag on the way in and Let’s Get Going!!
9 a.m. to 10 a.m.: Carole Frost - the seductress of Sexy Soil! Never before has
such a subject been so exciting and explained so well. Carole is an exuberant e ducator
with years of professional horticultural experience, and can make even a subject like dirt
exciting. Carole will pass on her enthusiasm for what is the basis of every successful garden. Her
accolades would take several pages, but suffice to say . . . she knows her stuff in “spades” (pun intended)!
10 a.m. to 11 a.m.: Shawna Anderson - Veggies in containers or in raised beds. She can do it all and make it look
simple and beautiful! She hails from Orchard Nursery, and is famous for her amazing containers. Shawna also has her
own business and website, and is known as the “Container Diva”. She was such a hit last year, and we are excited that
she is available to share her expertise and inspire us with our vegetable gardens. Her demonstrations are passionate,
fun, and not to be missed!
11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.: Steve Campbell, a veteran nurseryman whose
career spans many decades and nurtures his own private home orchard, will
share with us the best fruit trees for our area and how to grow them.
He will divulge his fruit tree secrets and how he coaxes delicious harvests each
year. His presentation will give you the confidence and know how to grow your
own fruit, be it a couple of well placed trees or a mini backyard orchard of your
own.
12:15 p.m. to 1 p.m.: A delicious catered lunch will be served in the greenhouse
to round out your morning. During lunch there will be several garden related
demonstrations going on (outside the greenhouse – weather permitting).
Please choose your lunch from the 3 options belowLunch choices:
Gorgonzola Salad w/Chicken: Mixed greens, apples, sweet & spicy walnuts,
gorgonzola cheese & balsamic vinaigrette. Served with roll & cookie.
Thanksgiving Turkey Sandwich: Roasted Turkey, cranberry sauce,
stuffing, lettuce on wheat bread. Served with chips & cookie.
Vegetarian Option: Gorgonzola Salad . . . no Chicken. Served with roll &
cookie.
Reservations for “Passport to Spring” Speaker Day are $45.00, which includes
three speakers and a catered lunch with beverage. Reservations can be made
by calling the Alden Lane Cashiers (925) 447-0280 or made in person. Payment
in advance by February 13th is required to reserve your space and lunch.
There is not a separate cost for each speaker, it is a package of all three and
a meal. These presentations make a great gift for any gardener, and they are also a fun group activity. Whether you
come on your own or with friends – you will have a great time!

The New Year Brings With It
New ROSES To Discover For 2019!
Come select from 100’s of roses!!!

A couple of introductions to this year are two new Floribundas:
‘Arctic Blue’ and ‘Life of the Party’. ‘Arctic Blue’ is a cool colored lavender
with a cream reverse, with long lasting ruffled blooms that make for a
great addition to your cutting garden. ‘Life of the Party’, with its vigorous
growth habit, produces clusters of color fast yellow and pink flowers with
a strong fruity fragrance.
Our newest Grandiflora to look for is ‘All Dressed Up’. Its medium
pink cup-shaped flowers give it a formal old fashioned flair. This rose
is great for cutting, and disease resistant too! The Hybrid Tea we are
so eager to see in person this year is named ‘Pinkerbelle’ with its high
centered, long stemmed ivory and pink blushed flowers. It also brings a
strong spicy verbena scent and is disease resistant! We are excited to introduce ‘Kiss Me Kate’, a very fragrant reblooming climber. It is a disease resistant rose with medium to light pink blooms that are great for cutting.
These are just a few to mention. Please make a date to come see us at Alden Lane Nursery and stroll through our
rose area with Kelly our rose expert. She will gladly
show you around and help pick the perfect roses for
your garden.

SAVE THE DATE!

For each 100 square feet add:
 10 cubic ft. of soil conditioner: Master Gold Rush or
Bumper Crop ® (5 - 8 bags).
 5 lbs. Iron Sulfate to acidify and add iron.
 10 lbs. Master Vegetable Food or Master Flower Food,
Master Formula 49 can be used for ground covers.
 40 lbs. Gypsum. It loosens hard soils as it adds sulfur &
calcium. (An excellent addition in our heavy soil.)
Mix well with your soil to an 8" depth and water well.

Win One Bush or
Climbing Rose

Plus 1.5 cu. ft. bag of Master
Nursery Rose Planting Mix
$56.94 Value

The 49th Annual Daffodil Show co-sponsored by the
Northern California Daffodil Society and Alden Lane
Nursery is March 2nd & 3rd.
• Groom those blooms to enter on
Saturday morning, March 2nd from
8:30 to 10:00 a.m.
• Enjoy the show on:
  March 2nd   1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
  March 3rd   9 p.m. to 4 p.m.
• Entries are welcome. Bring address
labels to speed the process.
• FREE Daffodil Show Tour: Saturday, March 2nd, 2 p.m.

Win Rose Feeding
Recipe Ingredients

5# Masters 16-16-16 Fertilizer
5# Bone Meal • 5# Iron Sulfate
5# Gypsum • 5# Magnesium Sulfate
$49.98 Value

Drawing to be held January 31, 2019.
No purchase necessary. Need not be present to win.

Drawing to be held February 28, 2019.
No purchase necessary. Need not be present to win.
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Start Now for Bright Blue Hydrangeas. January is
the month to apply Master Nursery Hydra Blue and
then apply monthly thereafter until summer for bright
blue hydrangeas.
Seed Potatoes are available in early January. Choose
from certified disease free white, red and russet, blue
and gold varieties. Harvest new potatoes when plants
begin to bloom in June and more mature potatoes when
plants begin to die down in midsummer. Pick up our
handy planting guide. Plant January – March.
Brighten the garden with colorful bedding plants.
Refresh your garden beds and containers with
primroses, pansies, Iceland poppies and more. Check
with the staff for helpful advice and ideas.
Feed the lawn monthly even during cold winter
months. This not only maintains its attractive green
color all winter it also minimizes rust disease and other
problems resulting from malnutrition. Masters Fall and
Winter Lawn Fertilizer is especially formulated for our
region and cool season.
Spray Your Roses Now. An application of d
 ormant
oil just after winter pruning will help reduce pest
populations by smothering over-wintering eggs.
Spraying copper fungicides, as well, will halt diseases
such as rust, blackspot and powdery mildew. Bonide
All Seasons Spray Oil and copper are listed for use on
organic gardens.
Protect tender plants when frosts are expected. If it
hasn’t been raining, make sure to water plants ahead of
a cold snap. Cover with drawstring frost bags or drape
with Fast Start Plant Blanket Fabric. String non-LED
Christmas tree lights on your frost tender plants when
a freeze is e xpected. The warmth from the bulbs will
provide another measure of protection.

Apply Dormant Sprays In
January & February

February is the last month for dormant spray. A
 pply
Bonide Copper Fungicide or Monterey Liquicop. Spray
when the flower buds swell. Generally this o ccurs
sometime between the second and
third weeks of F
 ebruary.
For peaches and nectarines spray
again at 3/4 petal
fall with gentle
effective Bonide
Copper Fungicide.
This stage is the
best time to control
Peach Leaf Curl.
NOTE: If it
should rain within
24 hours of application then r eapply material. Rain can
make your treatment spotty at best.
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Keep up your New Year’s Resolution. . . . join the
Livermore-Amador Valley Garden Club (lavgc.org) and
the Mt. Diablo Rose Society (mtdiablorosesociety.org),
Northern California Daffodil Society (daffodil.org) and
Valley Bonsai Society (valleybonsaisociety.com).
Asparagus, horseradish, rhubarb, and artichokes
starts along with strawberries are here. Come by and
let us help you choose your favorites.
Prevent crabgrass in your lawn before it starts.
Apply Bonide Crabgrass & Weed Preventer now to keep
crabgrass seeds from sprouting.
A blooming orchid for your love this Valentine’s Day
says it best! Choose from an assortment of fragrant
blooming bulbs, African violets, cyclamen and lush
houseplants.
Sweet Daphne – An old fashioned fragrance for your
garden! Budded and blooming now. Perfect for bright
shade. Great container plant. Waxy pink and white
flower clusters will perfume a room.
Apply Iron Sulfate or non-staining Iron Plus now to
help restore and maintain good green color in acid
loving plants such as citrus, camellia, azalea, g
 ardenias,
Japanese Maples, blueberries, jasmine and photinia as
well as many o thers.
All the bulbs you plant this spring will fill your
summer gardens with armloads of beautiful cut flowers.
Think about what a great addition dahlias, gladiolus
and lilies will provide to a summer bouquet.

Hundreds of 2019
Fruit Trees will be
 vailable mid-January.
a
See
our
list
online.

Announcements
• Watch the Valley Gardener on
TV30 for great gardening tips with
host Jacquie Williams-Courtright
at 7:30 am and 1:30 p.m. Monday
- Friday and repeated on Saturday
at 7:30 & 11:00 am, and 4:00 pm
&S
 unday at 7:30 & 11:00 am, and
1:00 & 4:00 pm. View online at
tv30.org.
• The Livermore Amador Valley
Garden Club will meet at
7 p.m. at the Alisal Elementary
School multipurpose room, 1454
Santa Rita Road, P
 leasanton. On
January 10th, Bethally Black
will speak on “War of the Weeds”.
The m
 eeting on February will be
on the 14th. A
 ndrea Hurd from
Mariposa Gardens will be speaking
on “Design for Drought Tolerant
Gardens”. Andrea designed the
butterfly garden at Lake Merritt
in O
 akland so she will have some
wonderful i nformation for us.
Visitors are welcome. For more
information, see www.LAVGC.org.
• The Mt. Diablo Rose Society
meets the second Wednesday
of the month, 7:30 p.m. in the
Dublin Civic C
 enter. Visit w
 ww.
mtdiablorose-society.org for details.
Stephen Scanniello speaking on
“Garden Update” on January 9th
and Barbara Wilson will update
everyone about “David Austin Roses
2019” on February 13th just in time
for Valentine Day! See you there.
• Bonsai Club meetings: 3rd
Saturday of each month at 2 p.m. at
Alden Lane Nursery.

Fairy Fest 2019!
Secret Fairy Doors at Alden
Lane! Fairies have inhabited
the enchanting 400 year old
Alden Oaks for, well, who knows
for sure? Fairy folk live a very
long time! If you have met the
challenge of finding fairy doors
at Alden Lane in the past, we
have a whole new adventure
that awaits you! New trails
and tales and doors have been
uncovered and you are invited
to discover the wonder of finding
not only one or two – but 20 of
these magical pixie portals into
Fairyland.
Come on Saturday,
January 26th anytime between
1 and 4 p.m. and you will receive
your own NEW secret Fairy Door Map, along with NEW captivating clues.
At the end of your tour of discovery, join us in our exclusive Fairy Fort under
the arms of the magnificent Fallen Oak where more fun awaits you.
Come and make a small 6" potted fairy garden (or dinosaur habitat) with
us for your own backyard (Fairy Dust included), and enjoy a cup of Fairy
Tale Ale. Whether you are 4, 44 or 10 . . . who doesn’t love an adventure –
and an Alden Lane adventure is simply the BEST!
Tickets for this event are $22 plus tax and include the map, clues, a trip to
the Fairy Fort for you and your family, and one Fairy Garden (or dino den).
If you would like to make additional Fairy Gardens, they are $9 each. The
tickets are sold in advance at Alden Lane Nursery (925) 447-0280.

Put down your cell phones,
pocket your electronics and Make a Memory!

Welcome to Alden Lane’s Gift Shops
in the Garden Store and Ruthie’s Room!
Come see what’s new in 2019!!

We are receiving new product each week, perfect for your home and for giving as gifts.

Come & see what’s new!
Happy Valentine’s Day!
Looking for a unique
Valentine’s Day gift?
Jelly Belly Candy and
Abdallah Chocolates will
feed your loved one’s sweet
tooth.

Round
Top
Collection
decorative metal
stakes are here and
are perfect for putting out in your yard or on a porch.
We also have red metal heart ornaments and
adorable gnome ornaments too.
Get locally made olive oil, jams and preserves and
honey here. We will help you put together a darling
gift basket for the love of your life!

Winter Blooms & Growing Tea

Camellias are perfect for your bright shade garden.
Some brightly colored favorites from our collection i nclude:

SASANQUA CAMELLIAS: Generally bloom from fall through

 inter, tolerate morning sun.
w
• Apple Blossom – like its namesake, beautiful petals shade from
white to pink from pink buds
• Kanjiro – rose pink single blossoms show off bright yellow stamens
• Pink-a Boo – a true pink version of popular, p
 rolifically flowering
Yuletide

JAPONICA CAMELLIAS: Usually later blooming, from winter

through spring. Large, lush flowers and leaves.
• Bob Hope – large semi-double blooms in the deepest red
• Kumusaka – a choice, heavy bloomer with rose form rose pink
flowers
• Pearl Maxwell – beautiful pink formal double b
 lossoms
• Silver Waves – large silvery white semi-double fl
 owers with wavy
petal edges

TEA CAMELLIAS:

Call it a “hot cuppa”
or “leaf soup”
(thanks to Sheldon
and Amy of The
Big Bang Theory), tea is a perfect w
 arming
winter drink, and we can help you grow
tea leaves at home. Tea Camellias, known
botanically as Camellia sinensis, are the
most widely grown Camellias in the world.
Choose one from our abundant stock and make
your own flavorful, aromatic green, oolong
or black teas. They thrive in well d
 raining,
slightly acidic soil in a light shade area.
Periodic fertilizing will have these evergreen,
white winter blooming shrubs thriving – and
producing flavorful tea leaves – for many years
to come.

Grapes and Berries

Grow groups of grapes and big bunches of beautiful berries! Dormant season planting allows roots to get a head start
so the plants can take off during the growing season. Our young grape vines are here now; drink in a selection of our
delicious varieties.

GRAPES: Plant in the

sunniest spot in your yard
to help ripen the fruit
and keep the foliage
dry. Vines are vigorous
and need sturdy support
to grow on, and something for the tendrils to twine around. train them beginning at planting time to encourage one main cane, which
with time will become a sturdy trunk. Yearly pruning in
January will keep your grapes f ruiting for the long term.

TABLE GRAPES (seedless):

• Perlette – excellent fresh pale yellow fruit. Larger
than Thompson seedless
• Princess – large, sweet, light green grape. Fruit holds
well on the vine and in storage
• Razzmatazz – the name says it all, doesn’t it?
Thin skin, dark red fruit with a long fruiting season
• Ruby – medium sized, dark red, firm grape. A v
 igorous
grower and heavy producer
• Summer Royal – delicious large dark purple grapes
ripen in August

WINE GRAPES:

• Cabernet Sauvignon – excellent producer in our area
of small, round, seedy, purple-black grapes
• Shiraz – a dark skinned grape known as Syrah in
France and elsewhere throughout the world
• Zinfandel – heavy bearer with clusters of mid sized,
round, juicy, reddish black grapes

BLUEBERRIES: Healthful, beautiful and delicious!

Find an afternoon shady corner of your yard to grow a few
of our Southern Highbush Blueberries, and enjoy s nacking
straight from the bush. Or plant a couple of varieties in
a large pot or half wine barrel. Either way, b
 lueberries
thrive in acidic Azalea soil, mixed with some chunky
bark for good drainage, which is a must. C
 ottonseed Meal
further lowers the pH and adds nutrition and o rganic
matter. A mix of varieties aids pollination and can
increase yields.
• Jewel – one of the leading California varieties y
 ielding
lots of high quality berries
• Misty – sky blue, excellent, medium to large berries
ripen in early summer.
• O’Neal – early ripening with lighter blue fruit;
arguably the best flavor of the Southern Highbushs
• Reveille – wonderful flavor and a crisp texture on an
upright bush that does well in hot climates

Other Berries: You know you want some warm from

the oven, mixed berry cobbler with vanilla ice cream melting on the top. May we suggest the following v
 arieties.
• Black Butte – a huge, sweet early ripening B
 lackberry
• Boysenberry Thornless – really big, reddish purple
berries popular for flavor and high June yield
• Canby – summer bearing with large bright red b
 erries
on thornless canes
• Loganberry – much requested, and they are here! A
natural red raspberry/blackberry cross produces long,
dark red berries sweetest when vine ripened. Great for
that cobbler, and thornless to boot!

Popular Plants For Your Interior Landscape
Fiddle Leaf Figs,
Sanseverias,
& Airplants

Saturday, January 19th • 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.

Join our resident
houseplant expert,
Sue Fordyce, as we
discover the joys
(and sometimes
the frustrations) of
these trending and
interesting plants for
your home or office.

We will discuss their particular light,
water and nutrient needs and how to
make them a successful part of your
environment.
All three do a terrific job of cleaning
your air and making your space inviting
and beautiful, so let’s keep them happy
and healthy for years to come!
The cost for this class is $10.00. Sign
up with our Alden Lane cashiers at
(925) 447-0280.

Pruning Demonstrations at Alden Lane Nursery!
Please call ahead to reserve a seat for these FREE informative classes.

• Our ever p
 opular Rose Care and Pruning
Seminar will be offered twice this month. Join us
on Saturday, January 12th from 10 – 11:30 a.m.
led by the Mt. Diablo Rose Society; and again on
Sunday, January 20th from 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. led
by our resident rose expert, Kelly. They will both
cover proper pruning t echniques, feeding, and
general care as well as the best varieties for the
Valley. Call (925) 447-0280 for more information.
• Saturday, January 26th at 1:00 – 2:00 p.m.
Grape Pruning with Jim Ryan, who consults
worldwide.
• Sunday, January 27th at 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Last P
 runing Basics Class. Learn the basics
to shape deciduous trees and shrubs, prune fruit
trees properly, or get any of your own pruning
questions answered.
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Nursery Hours

8:30 to 5:00 Daily
*See below for holiday and
training dates and times.
IMPORTANT!
Time Critical
Please Deliver Promptly
1-2-19

*Holiday Hours: CLOSED December 25th; OPEN December 26th from 8:30 to 5:00.

CLOSED: December 27th - January 1st! OPEN: January 2nd.
*Special Hours: To accommodate staff training, we will open at 9:00 a.m. instead of 8:30 a.m.
on the following seven days: February 4th - 8th and 11th - 13th.

SPECIAL COUPON
FOR FEBRUARY

Present this Coupon & a Canned Food Item to BUY

TWO 4" RANUNCULUS
FOR $2.50
(REGULAR PRICE $3.99 EACH)

Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to local relief agencies.
One coupon per family, please. Offer Good February 1-28, 2019.

SPECIAL COUPON
FOR JANUARY

Present this Coupon & a Canned Food Item to receive

ONE 4" PRIMROSE PLANT
FOR $1.00
(REGULAR PRICE $2.69)

Food Donations are Optional. All donations go to local relief agencies.
One coupon per family, please. Offer Good January 2-31, 2019.

HOW TO FIND
ALDEN LANE
NURSERY

