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President’s Message
by Paula Elias

Dear Manteca Garden Club Members,
Happy October! Can you smell Fall in the air? So happy to
see so many of you at our first meeting. We really enjoyed
hearing from Rising Sun Farm's Amy Thorp. Hope many of
you can get out and support the farm during the open house at the end of October! And we are 68 members
strong as of our last meeting!
A big thanks to Tom Powell for working with St Anthony's School this summer. The school sure appreciated
Tom's support as they got their school garden going! We appreciate you too Tom.
Thanks to all who have volunteered to support our garden club by taking on other duties above and beyond
the garden tour. We need everyone to participate and take a turn at the fun duties as we are a club for all! Keep
in mind we will be looking for a new president and vice president after this garden season too! And we even
encourage two of you to work together on the board! Why not, two presidents and two vice presidents sharing
the duties. When everyone takes a turn, it keeps things fun, fresh and interesting! You are welcome to any
board meeting to see what the board discusses and plans. And it is a fun time too. Our next board meeting is
November 14, at the golf course café at 9:30! All are invited.
Looking forward to seeing you at our October meeting. I am excited to hear from Caroline from the Olive
Pantry.
Thanks for your support and participation!
Happy Fall,

Paula
Key Dates
Meetings and Events
Tuesday, October 9
Saturday, October 13
Monday, October 15

Valley Lode District Meeting in Ripon
Great Valley Bookfest at Bass Pro Shop from 10:00am – 4:00pm
Manteca Garden Club Meeting, McFall Room, Manteca Library, 12:30pm refreshments,
1:00pm Meeting. Speaker: Caroline Elness, Certified Sommelier, Olive Oil Pantry; Topic:
Olive Oil and Different Cultivars
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Gardener’s Corner for October
Article and Pictures by Cate White, Master Gardener

October Garden Check List
October offers some of the best California weather, and continues to be an
 Continue planting winter
ideal planting time. Following up on last month’s column about refreshing
flowering annuals, such as
your garden, this month I’ll discuss planting for year-round interest and
pansies, Iceland poppies,
color. Spring and early summer gardens are often full of beautiful flowers,
dianthus, primroses, stock, and
but is it possible to get similar results year round?
decorative kale. Cyclamen also
One strategy is to plant trees and foundation shrubs that bloom at
offer beautiful winter color. These
different times. Starting in late winter or early spring, deciduous Magnolias
are all great in pots for spots of
burst into beautiful bloom. Redbuds are another showy tree in early spring.
color.
Both these trees loose their leaves in winter, are mid-sized, and have
pleasing shapes. For a foundation shrub, consider Viburnum, which has
 Deadhead roses and feed one last
large white flowers in early spring, and attractive dark green leaves year
time.
round. Forsythia, with its bright yellow blooms appearing before it leafs out
 Plant seedlings of winter
makes a good specimen plant. Camellias also offer beautiful bloom at this
vegetables such as kale, chard,
time of year. Be sure to plant them where they will be out of the hot
broccoli, cauliflower, onions,
summer afternoon sun to protect them from sunburn.
lettuce and spinach. Beets,
Moving on to summer, it’s hard to beat Crepe Myrtles for color and
kohlrabi and peas can be planted
variety. They grow as single or multi-stemmed mid-sized trees or shrubs,
from seed. This is also the time
have attractive bark, and bloom in a wide choice of colors. Look for
to plant garlic cloves.
varieties that have Native American names, such as Hopi or Arapaho for the
 Once night time temperatures are
most disease and insect resistant plants. Desert Willows are also a good
at 50 degrees or less for two
choice, with white or purple blooms. Roses are the obvious shrubs for
weeks, you can start planting
summer bloom. Landscape varieties, rather than hybrid teas, are the most
bulbs such as daffodils, freesia,
carefree. Other shrubs include perennial salvias, such as Mexican sage, or
hyacinth, Dutch iris, grape
red-flowered “Hot Lips”, that bloom throughout the summer and into the
hyacinth and anemone.
fall. As an added bonus, salvias attract Hummingbirds. Some need cutting
Keep citrus trees trimmed up 24”
back in the winter. For smaller flowering plants, consider day lilies, dahlias
from the ground to prevent brown rot
and agapanthus.
During the fall, leaf color takes the stage. Chinese Pistache and many maples provide beautiful fall color. Some
Crepe Myrtles also develop leaf color in the fall. Roses continue to blooming, as will salvias. For flower color, it’s hard
to beat chrysanthemums.
When winter comes, think of bark and plant structure. The coral maple, with bright coral bark is a prime
example. Citrus fruits such as lemons, oranges and mandarins ripen at this time of year, providing a cheerful contrast to
their dark green leaves. One of the best winter flowers are cyclamen, which come in shades of red, pink and white.
Provided afternoon shade, these flowers will bloom all winter long, then die back in the summer only to return in the fall.
Primroses are another perennial winter flower.
Lastly, don’t forget colorful foliage. Barberries and Loropetalum have red or purplish leaves, as does the purple
version of culinary sage. An added bonus for Loropetalum are bright pink blooms appearing in spring, and continuing on
and off through fall. The Coleonema variety “Sunset Gold” has attractive yellow-green foliage. The leaves of the
Callistemon “Little John” are a deep blue green color, with bright red flowers fall, winter and spring. Also look for plants
with variegated leaves. These may need protection from hot afternoon sun. Of course, evergreens such as pine and
spruce add interest and texture throughout the year.
These suggestions just scratch the surface. All are perennials, and most require relatively little care. Enjoy
livening up your yard with some colorful combinations!
(continued on Page 3)
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(continued from Page 2)

Redbud Tree

Callistemon “Little John”
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Loropetalum contrasted with Coleonema “Sunset Gold”

Crepe Myrtle
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Plant(s) of the Month by Eric Teberg
Sweet Pea Shrub – Petite Butterfly
Exposure:
Full Sun
Soil:
Well drained
Height:
3 feet
Width:
3 feet
Blooms:
Spring, Summer
Flowers:
Purplish-Pink

Arabian Jasmine Sambac
Exposure:
Shade
Flowers:
Pure white, fragrant
Blooms:
3 times per year
Height:
4 feet
Width:
4 feet

Refreshments
by Ann Clapper, Sandie Harris, and Linda Schneider
The following members have volunteered to bring refreshments to the
October 15, 2018 Garden Club Meeting. Refreshments start at 12:30pm.
Thank you.
Paula Elias
Jean Glenn
Kathy Liles

Joy Whitcomb
Vicki Willis

October Birthdays
8
11
19

Marcia Munroe
Beth Stitt
Sandy Looney

26
27
28
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