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President’s Message
by Paula Elias

Dear Garden Club Members,
Our first meeting of the year was fun! Thanks to the many members who contributed to our success; Berti
planning the speaker, Lorna taking minutes, Pam at welcome and Suzanne's Share Table, Gloria and Laneia
planning refreshments, Marsha with Inspiration, Sandie with the raffle and Penny Pines, and Eric sharing Plant
of the Month. Thanks to Beverly for the read out on St Jude's, Hank on the senior citizen roses and Tom S on
scholarships! Thanks to members who brought refreshments and also those who bought raffle tickets! I'm
sharing to thank everyone and for all of us to see, we all work for the garden club together. We together make it
happen! How proud should we be?
Lots of fun things are coming up for the next six months starting with rose teams, a library project, a fun
interesting field trip, a Chamber of Commerce Coffee, Arbor Day, Art in the Park and more and don't forget our
annual garden tour where all members are needed to be docents for the day. Information and sign ups will
always be at future meetings! Together we will do these activities!!! Make sure to bring your yearbook to take
notes and also read your newsletter, prepared by Lorna and access our website, supported by Barbara.
Looking forward to seeing you at our February 20th meeting same time and same place!
Keep warm,

Paula
Key Dates
Meeting
Tuesday, February 14
Wednesday, February 15
Monday, February 20

Valley Lode District Meeting and Luncheon, Host: Stockton Garden Club
Board Meeting, 10:30am, at Paula’s
Manteca Garden Club, Manteca Library
12:30-1:00pm refreshments; 1:00 meeting
Speaker: Lee Miller; Topic: Care and Maintenance of Gardening Tools
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Gardening Chores for February
by Sandi Larson, Master Gardener

Well as I write this, first week of January we are in a great series of
rainstorms over the next week. We are not out of the drought condition yet so
please continue to conserve water when you can.
Most of your yard should be receiving ample water to have your irrigation
turned off. The exception is plants that are under eaves or in pots and under eaves. One nursery put out a little
bulletin and said why not fertilize your lawn in the middle of these storms and not worry about watering in the
fertilizer. Makes sense to me. I’ve noticed many lawns looking very chlororic as I drive around. February is a
good month to fertilize your lawn with a preemergence for crabgrass.
We can still expect frost this month so make sure you don’t prune anything that you suspect has frost damage
until the danger of frost has passed.
February is a good month to prune deciduous trees, shrubs,
vines and fruit trees. Your rose pruning is best done before
now if possible. In the nursery it’s still a good time to choose
bare root trees, vines, roses, fruit trees, and select from
blooming azaleas, camellias and rhododendrons. One of the
easiest to grow Camellias in our area is the Camellia
Sasanqua which at our home was planted by the builder. I’m
sorry I’m not sure of the variety but they are white and very
dependable. They bloom heavily in the fall into the first of the
year and are pretty trouble-free. I even enjoy their little seed
pods that remain on the branch after they’ve finished
Yuletide Sasanqua Camelia
blooming. They tolerate the summer heat amazingly well.
If you had planted bulbs of narcissus, tulip or daffodil in the
fall, you would be soon enjoying their blooming season. I
love the miniature daffodils. I have one group in the ground
that has performed for 7 years and don’t even seem to have
diminished as is often the case after a number of years.
If you enjoy traveling you might consider going to Daffodil
Hill in Volcano. It’s owned by the McLaughlin family. They
have a hotline to call to find out when it’s available to view.
Call 209-296-7048. It is usually open from mid-March to
early April. There are supposedly close to 300,000 bulbs in
bloom in the spring. Be sure to bring your camera!
It’s a great month to look at seed catalogs and plan your
Daffodil Hill, Volcano, CA
spring garden. Also assess your backyard and decide if you
need some new hardscape or if your yard could benefit by
planting a new tree or shrub. Trees and shrubs should be the backbone of our yards. You can also assess
whether you have room for those trusty perennials in your yard.
If you have branches of Apple, Cherry, forsythia and Quince you can force them into bloom around
Valentine’s day.
I’ve got to tell you I’ve seen a few trees lately that I’m glad I am not growing in my yard. Have you noticed
the sad Redwood trees on Union near Center Street that have been chopped off from (continued on Page 3)
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Gardening Chores for February (continued from page 2)
about 20’ up to about 60’ and then foliage above and below? That’s to accommodate the telephone lines!!!
Then I was also thankful I no longer have a female Chinese Pistache. Another Union Road dog that looks great
for a few months and then the dumb red berries drop all over the sidewalk, street and gutter. We had one but got
so sick of the berries!! I’m also glad we don’t own any Birch trees. I used to love Birch trees until we
purchased our home in the bay area…our home had one Birch tree. We weren’t there one year when we were
hit with a $3,000 roto rooter bill because the roots were choking our drain and breaking up our sewer pipe in our
front yard. I guess I lost my love for Birch trees that year!!! That and the millions of seeds that fly everywhere
– they’re like little miniature organic helicopters that land in the smallest infinitesimal spaces. One bush I don’t
miss is the Breath of Heaven plant. I love the way they grow, large, soft light pink flowers. Every year I was
dreading pruning the bush because the foliage was finite and impossible to pick up. I even contemplated
inventing a collar of sorts to put around that plant so I wouldn’t have to pick up the dang foliage in my bark. I
never registered the patent and eventually pulled out the plant. I’m at a point where my mind dreams of the
perfect yard and my time constraints and my body say – no way!!! Butch won’t let me volunteer for the Garden
Tour because he knows I don’t have the time to get the yard ready.

Plant of the Month by Eric Teberg
Westringia fruticosa ‘Coast Rosemary’
Height:
Moisture:
Blooms:
Flower color:
Exposure:

5’ tall
Low water usage
All year in mild climates
White, Purple
Full Sun

Refreshments
by Laneia Bolle and Gloria Martinez
The following members have volunteered to bring refreshments to
the February 20, 2017 Garden Club Meeting:
Refreshments start at 12:30pm.
Pat Fidler
Margie Hill
Gail Pace

Marie Pasquinelli
Tom and Marsha Savage

February Birthdays
2
3
9
11
28

Vi Bobson
Carol Boné
Phyllis Brooks
Linda Schneider
Victoria Miller

21
17
22
22
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Andrea Edmunson
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School Gardens by Tom Powell
Last month we provided an article on the Lincoln School garden. This month we
are providing an example of a cooperative effort at Komure Elementary School.
Komure is a K-8 school in the Weston Ranch community, which is part of the
Manteca Unified School District. Early last year I was asked to participate in a
planning meeting, which was attended by several teachers, GECAC, John Lopez
from MUSD Grounds and Cole Dutter from MUSD School Farm (Nutrition
Department). We viewed the area that was designated for the future garden and
discussed how best to deliver water to the site. We discussed a variety of issues
such as leadership, fund raising, and support within the school administration,
school staff, and the community. An initial layout plan was created based on the
principal’s designation of a 30 feet by 30 feet area.

Before photo: taken 4/22/16

What happened over the remainder of 2016 was a good example of how
consistent leadership, in this case by one of the teachers, created an atmosphere
which led to the successful completion of the planned garden. The principal
became a strong supporter, which resulted in additional fencing for security and
the expansion of the garden space to at least twice its original size.
The Manteca Garden Club played a leading role in this project. We submitted
a detailed grant request in the amount of $1009.65 to United Way, which was
accepted. We worked with the school garden leadership to prioritize their needs
and create a list of items that we would obtain. These items included all
Workday with teachers, parents, and
Students to plant the trees and shrubs

irrigation supplies, five fruit trees, numerous shrubs, and all of the bedding
bark (mulch). We, along with Cole Dutter from MUSD, provided mentoring and
some labor assistance along the way. Also, the community contributed by
donating supplies and equipment as well as two raised redwood beds. GECAC
contributed one additional raised bed.
S
Students placing cardboard and
bark in the garden

The garden is about 95 percent completed. We are waiting until warmer weather to plant a few remaining plants. The
students from time to time go to the
garden to complete the task of laying
down cardboard to help control weeds
and spreading bark over the remaining
garden area.
This has been one of our better
examples of coordination between
school staff, GECAC, MUSD, and the
community in the development of a
school garden. Thanks to United Way
and Manteca Garden Club, Komure was
able to successfully reach their goal of a
school garden sooner than expected.
Present Photo: Taken 1/25/17
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