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Dear Manteca Garden Club Members, 

 

   Rain, Rain, beautiful rain! Don't you just hate to see those 

neighbors who leave their sprinklers on in the rain?  I have to 

admit, I am so careful to watch the weather report and adjust 

my outdoor watering, but this time I thought I turned off the front sprinkler but I didn't!!!!  I had just reduced 

the running time and did not turn the sprinkler off!!!  Lesson for me, always double check!  Good thing I was 

home and caught it very quickly!!!  Please check your outdoor watering so you aren't a goof like me!  

 

   We are off to a great garden club season doing all of our wonderful projects!  What fun and how rewarding.  

Thanks to all of our club members who participate in the club!   

Our little club sure does a lot supporting our community.  As many of you have said, makes me proud to be a 

Manteca Garden Club member!  

 

   Looking forward to seeing you soon! 

 

Paula  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s Message 
 
by Paula Elias 

Key Dates  
Meetings and Events 
 

Wednesday, November 16 MGC Board Meeting, 10:30am, Paula’s house 
Monday, November 21  Manteca Garden Club Meeting, Chez Shari, Manteca Golf Course, 305 

North Union Road (Please note location change), Refreshments at 12:30, 
meeting starts at 1:00pm. Speaker: Jodie Shieffeld, Delta Bluegrass Feed 
Company, Topic: Water Saving Sod. 

Monday, December 12  Holiday Luncheon, 12 noon at Chez Shari, Manteca Golf Course, 305 North 
Union Road. Sign up and make payment at November meeting. 

 

http://www.mantecagardenclub.org/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=november+images&id=E337315FACB5D37713CC943E61631F1342B7908E&FORM=IQFRBA
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   Welcome to some seriously cooler weather. By the time you read this we will have already 

had a couple of rain storms. Is it wishful thinking to hope for more El Nino this year? The 

State now says each city can set their own water rationing rules. When I went to get my car 

work done in Pleasanton today, they didn’t wash the car, just vacuumed because water rationing hasn’t ended in 

Pleasanton. 

   If you have been thinking about planting new shrubs or trees beginning in November is a good month. If you are getting 

a tree pruned, they can be pruned in the winter or late fall. I personally like late fall because if it’s a deciduous tree you 

still might have leaves on it and you can see where branches are going to hit in your yard (or on your house).  

   Are your Camellias blooming right now? They are Sasanqua varieties. They bloom early in the fall and can handle full 

sun.  

   You should be reducing your water irrigation right now. There might be a meter on your irrigation controls that allows 

you to reduce or increase the amount of irrigation you’re doing by percentage.  If you’re currently at 100% you can dial 

that number back by a percentage as our rainy season starts or if we have enough rain turn off your irrigation completely.   

I’m a little miffed at the residents of Manteca that choose to not water their lawns AT ALL! It definitely lowers your 

home value and the home value of folks who live around you.  It also makes the City of Manteca look bad.  I really think 

some folks are using the water schedule as an excuse to not water/mow their lawns. Thanks goodness some rain is around 

the corner and the lawns will start looking better. 

   If you are into vegetable gardening and have the space, now is a good time to plant lettuce, radish, spinach, cauliflower, 

cabbage, broccoli and swiss chard.  If you want a raised bed and your yard isn’t installed yet, ask your landscaper for a lip 

on your raised beds. Just make sure it’s not too wide to be able to reach into the middle of the bed!  The big box stores and 

local nurseries still have small plants (6 packs) of vegetables.  While you’re there take a look to see if they still have any 

spring bulbs. 

   As far as your lawn goes, you or your gardener will now be cutting it a little shorter. We leave it a little taller in the 

summer because of the loss of fluid with our heat. 

   Some great trees for color and interest in the fall are Chinese Pistache, Japanese Maple, Crepe Myrtle, Hathorn, Eastern 

Redbud and Ginko. I love Ginko when they turn yellow and drop all their leaves in just a few days!  If you look at a 

Ginko you will think you are seeing a reflection in a pond because the yellow leaves on the bottom look like a reflection! 

If you love indoor plants in the winter and want to see some beautiful arrangements and Poinsettias go to Duartes Nursery 

in Hughson.  If you go early you’ll have the best selection. Their poinsettias are not to be believed. I go there every 

November about a few days before Thanksgiving.  They have poinsettias that are all colors, ruffled, pastels and rose 

varieties!  It’s amazing what this company does and their dish gardens are spectacular with Cyclamen, ivy, and many 

other winter blooming plants for indoors. It’s a little bit of a drive but not that far!  You can also have lunch in Hughson at 

the Hilmar Cheese Co in Hughson or a nice restaurant in Hughson is the Fruit Yard Restaurant.  They have a 

fruit/vegetable stand there also and prices are good too. 

(compact our soil and make it difficult to turn over and it becomes muck! Be sure and pick up the debris on the ground to 

prevent insects from hiding under it.  

   If you let your roses and other flowers go to seed, you can always cut the rosehips and seed pods off and put them into 

potpourri. I love to take the seed pods from my Sasanqua and rose hips. Even your carpet roses can form rose hips if not 

trimmed when they finish blooming. 

   We have many wonderful nurseries within 20-30 minutes or so!  If you can please support your neighborhood nursery. 

There are nurseries in Manteca, Riverbank, Ripon, Elk Grove, Turlock, Modesto and Escalon.  I can’t recommend 

nurseries by name but I’ll tell you I enjoy each one for different reasons. (continued on page 3) 

Gardening Chores for November 
 
by Sandi Larson, Master Gardener 
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(continued from page 2) 

   Remember frost is just around the corner and be sure to protect your frost sensitive plants with either frost blankets or a 

protectant that gives your plant a couple of extra degrees of protection.  You can also water your plant before frost is due 

or put in little lights on it or shoot a floodlight into the plant to save it from frost damage.  

   Citrus trees need feeding in the winter. If you find that the leaves are yellow on your citrus add liquid iron or zinc to the 

soil.  

   Enjoy the Season and happy gardening!! 

 
School Gardens by Tom Powell 
 
   Last month we provided an article on the Sequoia 

School garden.  This month we are providing an example 

of one of our smaller school garden projects.  In late 

January 2016 I visited Great Valley Elementary School in 

the Weston Ranch community, which is part of the 

Manteca Unified School District.  What I saw were three 

vinyl 4’ x 12’ raised beds which had been abandoned for 

a number of years.  They were substantially covered in 

dirt and some weeds.  The task was to dig them out, 

remove the dirt inside them, install some gopher netting, 

and replace the old soil with new soil.  My primary task 

was to provide guidance in this process, install a new 

irrigation system with a timer, and mentor the GECAC 

manager on some gardening basics. 

   He did very well in getting volunteers (adults and 

students) to participate.   The students raised some 

seedlings inside the classroom and others they planted 

directly in the raised beds.  Then they added walking 

bark around the beds.  By spring they had a colorful and 

diversified selection of crops and flowers. 

 
 
Refreshments by Laneia Bolle and Gloria Martinez 

   The following members have volunteered to bring refreshments to the  
November 21, 2016 Garden Club Meeting: 

   Refreshments start at 12:30pm.  
 

Betty Christy   Anita Handley 

Linda Crothers   Sandi Larson 

Pam Dias   Gloria Martinez 

 

 

 
November Birthdays 
7 Tom Savage  11 Edie Brown 

8 Rescha Bistrong 21 Gayle Foster 

10 Eric Teberg  22 Wil Harmon 
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